LECTTJEE IL

THE LEGEND OF THE KOMAN CHUKCH:
PETEE AND PAUL.

IK our last Lecture we attempted to describe the
difficult situation in regard to all religious questions
in which the Eoman Empire found itself in the first
century.. In the vast collection of peoples of which
the Empire was made up, existed highly developed
religious wants, a genuine moral progress, which
gave birth to the desire of a pure worship, without
superstitious practices or bloody sacrifices; a ten-
dency to Monotheism, the effect of which was to
make the old mythological tales ridiculous; a general
sentiment of sympathy and charity, which inspired
the wish for association, the need of meeting for
mutual prayer and consolation and help, and to
assure oneself that after death brethren would lay